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You are curréntly running for re-election a*Municipal Court Judge.
Your opponent, who is not currently a judge, works for a private company that
provides ignition interlock devices to the public. You have learned that your
" opponent has been attaching his campaign literature to custcier receipts when they

contract for ignition interlock devices. You have asked whether this action violates -
the Code of Judicial Conduct.

Initially, we note that the Code has limited application to judicial candidates. See
NMRA 21-004(A) (“Where stated, the Code . . . applies to judicial candidates.”)."
Your request implicates a judicial candidate’s respon31b111tles Rule 21 -402 NMRA. -
“Rule 21-402 NMRA establishes the boundaries for political and campaign activities
that mrcumscrlbe the conduct of Judges and non-judges who are judicial candidates
"engaged in a partisan, non-partisan, or retention election.” Rule 21-400, cmt. 4 "
NMRA. The Rule permits judicial candidates to “speak on behalf  of his or her
candidacy through any medium, including, but not limited to, advertisements, - .
websites or other campaign literature.” Rule 21—402(A)(3)(a) Unless prohibited - .
by the the Election Code and 1ts accompanying regulations, nothing in the Rule =
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prohibits a candidate from distributing permitted campaign literature at his private:
business or private place of employment. See Rule 21-402(A)(1)(b) (stating that a
judicial candidate “shall comply with all applicable election, election campaign, and
election campaign fundraising laws and regulations”). We are unaware of any law or
regulation that would prohibit your opponent from distributing campaign literature.
* at a private business. Consequently, we see no Vlolatlon of the Code based on the -

information you have provided.
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